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                  Friday 17th December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of a very busy term in school, we have all enjoyed sharing the joy of 
Christmas with the children. It was wonderful to watch our pupils engage once again with their 
Christmas preparations. 
 
Advent  
Throughout the season of Advent, the whole school has enjoyed a number of liturgies led by 
different classes. Thank you to all the children who helped us reflect on preparing for the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas.  We concluded our Advent preparations with a beautiful Mass celebrated by 
Father Daniel this morning. This was streamed to each class, with the exception of our Reception 
children who gathered together in the hall, providing an excellent congregation.  Well done to 
Cristiano, who as the youngest child in school, had the responsibility of putting Baby Jesus in the 
crib during the offertory procession.    
 
Performances 
It was wonderful to welcome parents to class assemblies this half term.  Class 6/5B presented a 
polished and poignant assembly focussed on Remembrance, whilst 6/5A shared an impactful and 
thought provoking presentation based on COP26.  We are so proud of the mature way our pupils 
express their developing sense of social responsibility. 
 
We were also delighted to take part in the Yorkshire Dance Festival once again, in which our pupils 
conveyed a palpable sense of unity in their performance based on ‘The Power of Together’.   Our 
involvement is a longstanding St. Wilfrid’s tradition, building confidence and team work alongside 
dance skills. 
  
We have enjoyed performances from every Key Stage as part of our Christmas preparations, 
starting with the EYFS and KS1 Nativities. We were so pleased that the children were able to 
perform to a small live audience and thank all our families for their understanding and co-operation 
with the restrictions in line with risk assessments. It was a delight to see our younger children in 
school share the Christmas Story through, ‘The Nativity’ and ‘A Little Nativity’, respectively. Our KS2 
children then led a truly moving and reverent Carol Service with contemporary Christmas songs, 
alongside thought provoking readings and poems. The level of talent, confidence and commitment 
from all the children is a credit to our school community. Today, you will receive a link in order to 
access your child’s performance. Many thanks to Mr Thomaz for recording this performance and for 
all his hard work in creating this digital copy. We would also like to thank all our families for their 
generous contributions to the collections for our local hospices (St. Leonard’s, Martin House and 
Zoe’s Place) which raised £600.   
 
Christmas Celebrations 
The children have enjoyed learning about the carol, ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ and its 
meaning for Christians. The children have presented this work during Celebration Assemblies and 
created a beautiful display in the hall. On Monday, we welcomed a very special visitor into school. 
The children were very excited when Father Christmas arrived and each child received a special 
present for him. Many thanks to the PTFA for persuading Father Christmas to visit during his busiest 
time of year! Yesterday, we enjoyed our annual Christmas Jumper Day organised by the School 
Council. The children and staff certainly looked very festive in their outfits.   Thank you for all the 
donations of food and toiletries we received for the local charity ‘Carecent’ and for giving our pupils 
the opportunity to reflect upon and support those less fortunate at this special time of year.  
 



Educational Visits 
Classes 6/5A & B enjoyed a visit to the new LNER Community Stadium, led by York City 
Foundation. The children had a fantastic experience learning about the history of the club. They 
were certainly very tired after the walk to the stadium – we believe they recorded 21,000 steps that 
day! Congratulations to the eleven children from KS2, who represented the school at the London 
Chess Classic Competition earlier this month. What a wonderful opportunity to be coached by 
experts, meet a Grand Master and then compete against other schools from across the country. 
Thanks to Dan Staples, who leads our lunchtime chess club, for organising the event, and to Mr 
Jones and the accompanying parents who supported it.   
 
House Winners 
Monkgate Bar (purple) are this half term’s house winners and will therefore be able to wear their 
own clothes in school on Friday 7th January 2022.  
 
School Applications 
If you are an existing St. Wilfrid’s parent, who has a child due to start in the Reception class in 
September 2022, then we would ask you to fill in our Supplementary Information Form for your 
child, if you have not already done so. This helps us to make informed decisions later in the year, 
should applications exceed the number of places available.  Please note that you must also 
complete a local authority application by January 15th 2022, in which it is important to list your 
choices in order of preference.  This can also be done via the CYC Parent Portal at 
www.york.gov.uk.  
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
It is vital that all children arrive at school on time and are ready to begin the day in a calm and 
organised manner. Children should be on the playground by 8.50am in time for the morning bell, 
which will ring promptly at this time.  Pupils will then line up with their teacher and enter class ready 
for registration at 8.55am. Reception pupils can enter their classroom from 8.45am.   Please note 
registration closes at 9.00am and children who arrive after this time will be marked as late.  
 
Communication 
Please ensure that all communication takes place via the school office (email or telephone).  These 
will be directed to relevant members of staff, who will contact you as required.  Tapestry and 
Seesaw should not be used to communicate information, as messages can be easily missed or not 
cascaded effectively within the context of a busy classroom.  
 
Return to School 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 is a training day for staff, therefore the children will return to school on 
Wednesday 5th January 2022.  
 
May we take this opportunity to thank our staff team for all their hard work and dedication in 
ensuring our school is a happy and safe place. We would also like to thank all our families for your 
support and cooperation this year in the face of ongoing challenges.  We wish you all a happy and 
holy Christmas and look forward to our return in January.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mrs Jane Conway   Miss Helen Keith 

Executive Headteacher  Head of School 
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