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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD AT ST WILFRID’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
At St. Wilfrid’s we aim to provide a caring and supportive environment where every child matters. All 
pupils are valued equally and are given the opportunity to achieve the very best they can. As our 
Mission Statement states: We work together as a school family and a wider community. We work 
hard and keep trying to do our best. 
Sometimes children need additional support for some or all of their time at school. 
 
This booklet will inform you of the types of support available for your child at St. Wilfrid’s. It will help 
you to understand who can help if your child needs additional support, and how this support can be 
accessed. 
 

 

“The teachers and teaching assistants make everything really fun. We go over 

work that we found tricky in class and then suddenly, ‘Wow! I can do it!’ That 

is the best feeling.”  

Pupil  
 
 
All pupils at St. Wilfrid’s receive ‘Quality First Teaching’. This means that a range of teaching styles 
and approaches are used and that appropriate learning objectives are set for all children, with a 
curriculum matched to their needs. Children have access to different types of support in lessons, and 
often work in small groups or one to one with a Teacher or Teaching Assistant. 
 

HOW DO WE IDENTIFY SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES? 
 
Our teachers carry out various assessments and routinely check that all children are making the 
required progress. If our teachers think your child may not be making the same amount of progress 
as other pupils, or are falling behind the level that is expected for their age, they may be considered 
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to have a Special Educational Need. Our SENDCOs (Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 
Coordinator), Mrs Savage and Mrs Quinn, and your child’s class teacher will talk to you about what 
additional needs your child may have.  
We will work with your child to find out what is causing the difficulties. Your child may be placed on 
the SEND register and, as parents/carers, you will be informed of this. Support will be put in place to 
aid your child’s learning. At every point in your child’s learning journey, we will share with you what 
we find out and what we will do next. Our SENDCO will support you and your child’s teacher to make 
the best provision for your child. 
 

 

“Don’t be afraid to talk to the school and ask for help as early as possible! I was 

so worried, but the school listened and helped us through every step of the 

process. This really is the best school for my child.” 

Parent 
 
 
If you tell us that you think your child has a Special Educational Need or Disability, your class teacher 
will discuss this with you.  
 
When a child has been identified as having SEND before they start at St. Wilfrid’s, we work with the 
people who already know about them and use the information available to assess how we can meet 
their needs at our school. 
 
 

HOW DO WE INVOLVE PUPILS AND THEIR PARENTS/CARERS? 
 
Parents know their child better than anyone else and the relationship between the parents and the 
school is crucial in making sure your child reaches his or her full potential. Parents can expect to be 
involved in the assessment process of SEND and are regularly invited to review meetings where they 
can discuss the current level of support and help set new targets for their child. We also encourage 
SEND pupils to actively be part of their review meetings; often giving presentations about their work 
and progress or recording their views prior to the meeting. 
We also use parent questionnaires and pupil questionnaires to evaluate the effectiveness of SEND 
provision, and act upon feedback from these. 
We provide specific support to SEND pupils who are looked after or ‘vulnerable’ this may be 
coordinated through FEHAs or the pupil’s review meetings. 
 

“We have been very pleased with the enthusiasm and support we have received 

from the school and we have seen a real improvement in our daughter’s 

progress…our daughter loves school and the staff have been careful to make her 

environment supportive and fun, as well as suitable for her abilities.”  

Parent 

 

CATEGORIES OF SEND 
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Children’s Special Educational Needs & Disabilities may fall into one (or more) of these four broad 
areas: 
 
Cognition and learning needs: 
  Some or all of the work in school 
  Making progress in Reading, Writing or Maths 
  Understanding information 
  Concentration and Attention 
   
Emotional and social development needs: 
  Organising themselves 
  Managing their behaviour 
  Making friends or relating to adults 
 
Communication and interaction needs: 
  Expressing themselves 
  Understanding others 
 
Sensory, physical or medical needs 
  Hearing loss and/or visual impairment or  
  Sensory processing difficulties and physical difficulties 
 

 

“The school have been brilliant. The amount of time and care they have invested 

in our daughter’s education, to make it as easy as possible for her to cope, has 

been amazing.” 

Parent 

 

 

A MULTI-AGENCY APPROACH 
 
Sometimes, if a child’s needs are more complex, a multi-agency approach will be used so that there 
is opportunity to consult with a wider range of support services and health professionals. Referrals 
could be made to target the child’s specific needs. This maybe through a ‘My Agreed Outcomes’, a 
‘My Support Plan’ or an ‘EHCP’. 
 
These plans might involve the support of one or more of the different professionals with whom we 
work closely: 
• School Nurse – to advise on any medical needs and provision, and to help when a care plan is 
needed.  
• Educational Psychologist 
• Specialist Teachers and Teaching Assistants for hearing impaired, visually impaired, physical or 
medical difficulties, autistic spectrum 
• Speech Therapists 
• Specialist teachers and Teaching Assistants from Enhanced Resources Provision, which include: 
behaviour support, speech therapy or ASD at Haxby Road Primary School and the Dyslexia Centre at 
St Oswald’s Primary School 
• Primary Mental Health Workers 
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HOW DO WE ADAPT THE CURRICULUM TO MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR 
CHILDREN WITH SEND? 
 
All staff are trained in using a range of strategies to support pupils, through in-house training, 
external CPD or specialists working with specific staff. This means we are able to adapt to a range of 
Special Educational Needs & Disabilities including: Dyslexia, Autistic Spectrum Condition, Speech, 
Language and Communication needs, Behavioural, Social and Emotional difficulties as well as Visual 
and Hearing impairment and Physical and Medical difficulties. We strive to ensure that your child 
has access to a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum where they have a range of opportunities to 
learn and shine! We will make every effort to support your child’s learning needs and will adapt and 
tailor the curriculum, if needed, to do this. 
 
The curriculum may be adapted in the following ways: 
 
• The content of lessons adapted to make them accessible and enjoyable  
• Extra help from a teaching assistant in class. 
• Different teaching techniques; e.g.  
 pre-learning/post-learning, reinforcement work, different ways of presenting information,  

‘chunking’ information/instructions into manageable amounts, talk partners…. 
• Small group or individual support out of class 
• Alternative resources such as resource packs, individual work stations, ICT access, visual and audio  

prompts. 
• Support to manage behaviour 
• Specific Targets for each child which are set through daily marking, observations and feedback  
• Emotional or pastoral support from our trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) 
  
At every stage of the process, the pupil’s voice is at the centre of decision making and provision. 
Your child will be listened to and supported, and their views will be taken into account along with 
those of teachers, families and professionals. 
 
 

“The children are more confident attacking tasks across the curriculum. It’s 

brilliant to see them more vocal in class and participating enthusiastically in 

lessons. It’s made a huge difference to their writing.”  

Teaching Assistant, on the small group writing intervention ‘WriteAway’ 

 

 
DISABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY PROCEDURES  
 
We are happy to discuss individual access requirements and adapt our Access Plan so that it meets 
the needs of all of the children in our care.  We believe every child should be treated equally. 
  
At present in school we have:   
  

 All classes at ground level 

 Access ramps to doors 
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 Single level outdoor areas   

 We can provide a translation service for those parents whose first language is not English 
Classrooms are mainly carpeted throughout to reduce noise for the hearing impaired 

 Doors are wheelchair accessible 

 Disabled parking bays  

 We can access specialist equipment if required 
 
Please refer to the Disability and Equality Scheme on the school’s website, for further information 
regarding the arrangements, admissions and accessibility for disabled pupils. 

 
 

 
WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS MORE COMPLEX OR SEVERE NEEDS?  

 
If your child’s needs are complex or severe, we may suggest that we ask the Local Authority for a 
Statutory Assessment. All children who have significant special needs requiring additional support 
beyond that provided by the school, will have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) assessment. 
If, however, their needs can be met through School Support, this will continue to be coordinated 
through a ‘My Support Plan’. 
 
If your child needs extra resources to help them with their learning, for example, money, staff time, 
special equipment or attendance at a school with specialist resourced support, the Local Authority 
will fund these, and this is secured through the EHCP reviews. This extra provision will be reviewed 
annually and will be discussed by everyone involved in providing this support.  
 

“From doing my speed sounds and phonic games, I’ve got better at recognising 

words really quickly! I used to hate reading but now I like it…”  

Pupil 
 

 
HOW IS MY CHILD’S PROGRESS ASSESSED AND REVIEWED? 
 
Teachers use detailed information from their assessments to make sure that all children are making 
good progress, appropriate to their levels and age.  
 
Assessment of the progress that your child is making is an ongoing process and will include 
observations, tests and targeted marking and feedback. 
 
In addition to this, teachers work together to check that their judgements are correct and the senior 
leadership team check the progress of pupils every term. From this we discuss what we are going to 
do to make sure that each child is making good progress.  
 
For children with SEND, teachers review personal targets, sometimes through a ‘My Agreed 
Outcomes’ termly, or sooner if appropriate, and discuss these with parents. 
 

“The sessions have kept her attention. I have seen her confidence grow, 

especially in spelling and writing.”  
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Teaching Assistant on the ‘Rapid Phonics’ intervention for one of the pupils. 

 
 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL PREPARE AND SUPPORT MY CHILD WHEN JOINING 
ST. WILFRID’S OR WHEN TRANSFERRING TO A NEW SETTING OR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL?   
 
Many strategies are in place to ensure your child’s transition is as smooth as possible. These include:   
 

 Transference of records and other communication between schools prior to the pupils 
leaving or joining  

 Pupil visits to the school can be arranged as required - some children may need more 
transition visits than others  

 The SENDCO is happy to meet with parents before a child starts at St. Wilfrid’s RC Primary 
School and can visit the children and teachers/SENCO in their current setting  

 We liaise with other agencies where there is a wider involvement in the family  

 For transition to secondary schools, the SENCO will schedule a transition meeting with the 
secondary school and any other external agencies involved to ensure smooth transition and 
sharing of information. There is also the opportunity for extra transition days to be planned 
for the child. 

 
 

WHAT DO I DO IF I HAVE A COMPLAINT ABOUT MY CHILD’S EDUCATION AT 
ST WILFRID’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL? 
 
If any parent is unhappy with the education their child is receiving, or has any concern relating to the 
school, we encourage that person to talk to the child’s class teacher, or a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team as soon as possible. Where an issue cannot be resolved informally, parents should 
refer to the school’s Complaints Policy, available on the website or from the school office.   

 
FURTHER SUPPORT AND INFORMATION 
 
Our staff at St. Wilfrid’s are highly experienced and are trained to meet every child’s needs. Our 
SENCO will oversee provision for any children with SEND and will liaise with class teachers, teaching 
assistants and outside professionals to make sure that your child’s needs are being met. Your child’s 
teacher will set appropriate targets and discuss these with you on a regular basis. Your child’s 
teaching assistant will work closely with the class teacher to implement targets and support work 
set. Our School SEND Governor, Mrs Sarah Kurdziel, reviews SEND practice and policies. The 
governing body is updated on these at the termly governors meetings.  
We aim to ensure that every child achieves their full potential and becomes a confident learner.  
Above all, we want your child to enjoy their time at St. Wilfrid’s and be the best that they can be. 
 
If you would like to discuss any information contained in this document or have any other questions 
please do not hesitate to contact our Head of School Miss Keith or our SENCDOs, Mrs Savage and 
Mrs Quinn.  
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You can access further support and information via our website at: 
http://stwilfridsprimaryyork.co.uk. You can also visit the Local Offer to find out what is available in 
York for children & young people with special educational needs/disability: 
http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/families 
 

 

“We can go at her pace, with no pressure, so it has allowed her to build on skills 

which, in time, she can use independently.” 

Teaching Assistant, 1:1 Support 
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